BS1 – “No Other Gods” – Ex. 20:1-3
Timeless Truth: God’s Law For All Time

Total Devotion ’08 – ‘09
Review of Message (can listen/download from www.td.mbcla.org)
1. Review your message notes, highlighting anything that you learned or caught your attention.  

a. Jot down some of the key points of the message and share them in your small group.

b. Jot down any questions you have from the message and/or any points that were unclear to you.  Discuss.

A Jealous God?

After issuing what Arthur called the foundational commands of the foundational commandments – “You shall have no other gods before me” and “You shall not make for yourselves an idol …” – God also issues His explanation for those commands – He is a jealous God. 
2. Look up the following verses and make note of some of the distinctives of each verse.  

a. Deut. 4:24 

b. Deut. 6:15

c. Deut. 32:21 

d. Josh. 24:19

e. Ez. 39:25 

f. Nah. 1:2
3. What are some of your thoughts, impressions, and reactions to these verses?  Are they disturbing to you at all?  If so, in what way?  If not, what would you say to the person who is disturbed by these verses? 

4. The greatest definition or description of love – God’s love – is found in the well-known passage, 1Corinthians 13.  In verse 4,, it declares, “Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous …”  
a. Explain the jealousy of God in light of this verse.  
b. Is there such thing as a good (and even righteous) kind of jealousy?

c. Does it seem strange to you that God would experience jealousy?  After all, He’s God!  What kind of jealousy does God not have?
5. Are you making God jealous by the way you live your life?
Don’t Forget the Lord!

If you’re able to make time, read through Deuteronomy 5 – 10 (yes, chapters 5 – 10!), where God has to give the 10 Commandments and His commands a second time.  It’s a riveting portion of Scripture, where you sense this desperate feeling from Moses and God, where they continually make pleas to please, please, please KEEP His commands (!), and not to forget them or Him … especially after God brings them to the promised land and gives them what they did not work for and earn!
6. Read Deuteronomy 6:12-13 and 8:11-14 (these are two of many).  

a. In your own words, summarize these verses.  

b. Why do you think God needed to keep reminding His people, Israel, not to forget who brought them out of Egypt?  How could they possibly forget?!  

c. God also warns against Israel’s heart becoming proud.  In what ways could/did Israel become proud and forget the Lord?  How do you think this happens?
7. God’s chosen people today (the church) continue to repeat the mistakes His chosen people in the Bible made.  
a. How have God’s people today displayed that pride that God warned Israel against?  Give examples.
b. Does this discussion resonate in your life at all?  If so, in what way?

No Other Gods

About eight centuries after issuing His commands, in 1&II Kings, we see a chronology of God still dealing with His people with the issue of pride and worshipping and serving other gods.
8. Read 2 Kings 17:7-20, 35-41, making notes along the way of key observations and thoughts.

9. In reality, we know that it is God Himself who created the heavens and the earth, and all that is in them (Gen. 1), and that ALL THINGS that exist today continue to exist by His will and no other (Col. 1:16, 17).  Thus, we know that no other gods truly exist, in terms of being actual deity.  Yet, because it has always suppressed the truth (Rom. 1:18 ++), mankind has always worshipped and served “gods” that it has fabricated and conjured up in its own mind.
a. The question is, why did God’s people worship, fear, and serve them anyway, even though they knew who the real God of the universe was and is?  What reasons and factors do you think played into this?

b. Do you personally know people, or know of people, today that worship or pay homage to other gods?  Describe what you know about them, what they do, how they do it, and for what reasons.

c. Do your family or relatives practice a false religion, or participate in traditions not honoring to God?  How do you handle that?  How should you handle that?  What are some of the issues you need to deal with and consider?
10. Many of us know better than to pay homage to other official gods, statues, man-made idols and the like.  Yet, in a real way, we’ve constructed our own gods that still govern, motivate, and drive us.  We still fear crossing these gods, and the consequences that improper homage and devotion to them might produce.  

a. What other “gods” have we manufactured today that, in real sense, we serve, fear, and worship?
b. 2Kings 17:40-41 states, “ … they did not listen …The nations feared God but also served their idols.”  They had other gods before Him.  

i. Do you have any other gods before/besides Him?  Do you fear God, but also serve your idols?  What gods or idols do you personally struggle with?

ii. Are you willing to do what it takes to trust in God alone, and have no other gods before/besides Him?

iii. What steps do you need to begin taking?

Coram Deo
In Arthur’s teaching notes, he writes:

“To have no other god is to live our lives in a way as to not

A. worship anything/anyone else ( to not ascribe a certain level of worth ( 

1. anything you ascribe worth to that runs ahead of God’s desire and leading

2. anything that has a dream of its own, that drives a passion of its own, that can be carried out to which you have a hard time saying, “Thy will be done.”

3. Anything or person that causes your heart to sing, that excites you ( that doesn’t have the Lord at the end of it, and isn’t under His leading

B. serve anything/anyone else ( to the level of servitude, loyalty, and diligence that is reserved for the Lord

1. anything you devote your time, talents, treasures, and energies to for a reward, a deliverance, an appeasement that isn’t done because God ordained it to be so.

2. Anything you sacrifice for that sacrifices or diminishes the quality of your service, affection, or worship of the real God

C. fear anything that the Lord has not ordained you to fear

1. He emphasizes this over and over because in the final analysis ( it is fear that drives us ( it is fear that drives us all
2. that which we ultimately fear the most will garner our worship, our service, and our allegiance
3. That’s why the Scriptures affirm that the fear of the Lord is … what? … the beginning of wisdom
4. Having a right, healthy, and legitimate fear of God is the best place to start in our lives.”
11. At the end of the message, Arthur reminded us that WE NEED TO COME to the Lord constantly reminding ourselves just from where and what He brought us FROM ( if you remember what you’ve been saved from, you heart will always be grateful, and the gospel will always be good news to you.  He said that we also need to remember what we’ve been saved FOR, or saved TO

a. Take time now to reflect what God has saved you from.  What is your Egypt?  Give Him thanks right now.

b. Remind yourself what you’ve been save FOR (Rom. 8:29), and give Him thanks for that too.

